Salvage sacrococcygeal resection for yolk sac tumors after chemotherapy: report of 2 cases.
Pediatric germ cell tumors (GCTs) are neoplasms that originate from primordial germ cells and, according to their site of presentation, are classified as gonadal or extragonadal. The most common site of extragonadal GCTs in children is the sacrococcygeal region, and the standard management is multimodal with a focus on chemotherapy. In selected instances, sacrococcygeal resection is performed. Herein, the authors report on 2 patients who presented with presacral yolk sac tumors managed with multimodal treatment. Both patients underwent salvage sacrococcygeal resection for oncological control and surgical removal of the sacral vertebral elements: a 27-month-old girl with a recurrent sacrococcygeal yolk sac tumor following chemotherapy and initial resection and a 24-month-old boy in whom a primary sacrococcygeal yolk sac tumor was resected following chemotherapy. These 2 cases illustrate the complexity in the management of these unusual tumors and will help neurosurgeons with the understanding of yolk sac tumors in the sacrococcygeal region.